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STUFF

I cantt believe 1it! Vith this issue, VHS goes into 1ts fifth v
ume; VHS, vhich started as s ome-page, cerbon c¢opied give~away back .
1938. Nothing could have then 1Inducead me to helieve then that people
would setually enl}oy and pay for what I could give them, but it happe
ed, end we're now e successful subseription magazine,

We have come a long way since that first "dirty sheet of paper",
end st1ll we are at the Dbotitom of the laddere I have reglized right
along, of course, that one shoet of '‘paper does ndab constitute a sti.
fan mag vhich many people will reed, end those of you who have support-
ed me heve not only my sincere thanﬁs, but my sympathy as well, Even
the mere Hochnicelities, mimeographing, typing, ete., have been handled
in & lax and sloppy manner, The art wark, due to the novelty of the med-
ium €to Mr, Cadrell, and our lack of proper equipment, has not been so
good, Certeinly not as good a8 it should have been, hoting that Jack
hag produced "SDACHHTAY'S" boest-~lilied covertto date.

I sm not going to promise you that VHS will henceforth aeppear
with 20 poges per issue, supor-mina ing, snd all the rest of the trim-
mings, But I will say this -~- whatever Improvements I oan make, I
will meke. Heretofare{and probably at times hereafter) the purse has
been quite empty, and I have boen glad to put out even s twoepage aff-
glr, In such cases, you will have So bear with me, ené hope for better
days. Most of my troubles ocun be truced baek without much trouble to
s budget balanced precisely upon Tho zero mark.

Which brings us up to date. This issue, I hope, will come 'as a p
pleesant surprise. Let'!s hear vhat you think of it 1In any ocase.

Don't forget that the membership list of the INTELLECTUAL BROTHER-
HOCD OF FPRO-SCIENTISTS iz open, All you need is you r confidence in
golence end e thin dime, Vhils wetre not going to ochenge the world
overnight, or anything like thet, we certainly do not intend %o sit bac:
any longer and watgh science and science~Tiction be twisted to say
things which are sgainst themselves, If you have the courage to back
up your FRO-SCIENTITIC convictions, we went you in the IBP,

PeSe = Th e dime 1s not & membership fee, but a fund which will be
used to defray pre-organization expenses, No attempt to eleot offieers
or adopt & oonstitution will be mede until we have at least 50 members.
If you plan'to edd your nome to the membership role of the IBP, NOU
1s the time. Do not hesitate to BE A PRO~SCIENTISTS

Subsoript ilons vhiech expirs vwith this issue are: Iee Blett, Jos.
Gilberb, and Harry Schmarje. TFrompt renewal would be sppreciated,

‘Art work in thils issue wes done by Patersonts fen ertist, Jack Ced-

rell, Jack's drawings sre en issuely feature of VHS end the SCIENCE
_EBDTIDN FORVVARD, the fan mag with s gurpose.

VAN HOUTEN SAYS, published sporadivally by Rey Van Houten, 26 Seeley
St., Petorson, N, J. 3 igsues for 10¢, No literary materiel required.
Exchange subscriptiong respsctfully soggﬁi;@d.
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Congratulations to Editor Reiss for the mew artist for "Planet",
Rosenthel, I enjoy his work fully es mich s8 the inimitable Bokts,
end I em of the opinion that his style of fllustrating is more suite’
to science-ricsion than the mvre macabre presentation of "Astomishin. ~
protege., DBok's place is in welrd flobtlon(end without a doubt there :-
a plece there for him), bubt secisnce~fietion is out of tune with his
super~Imaginative character, .

While hending out he credit lines, 1t would certeinly be spprop-
riate to mention that Ray Bradbury was the boy who talked the editors
into glving Bok hig c¢haree., The fact that Bok would have emerged intc
the field willy-nilly does nct debract in my mind from tRe commendable
spirit ghovm by Bradbuvy in his erugade for a fellow fen, More fan tal-
ent would fructify if the Fans thewsgelves were a little more gplrited
in tdhelr praises of fan filebion, iliustrations, and fan mags. It hurbs
no one to give the other fellow a boost whenever you oan,

I know for e faet that theresare seversl fan mag editors who are
very anmious for an editorial post on one of theppro mags, but nvtne of
them ¢an get & look~in, Also fans by the hundreds have been submitting
material for e good many years end have failed to click, not becasuse
thelr atu £ was not good enough{it couldn't heve been a&s bad as soms
of the "professionel?s” work), but because the editors beliewve that s
story written by & temilier name will be acoepted beforehand as bonaw~
tide, whers & nobody will fall fiat because he 13 & nobody.

The editcrs will tsll you, and btheir dupes will sageciously verify
their words, thet ¥all menuscripis are Judged solely on their merits,
end 'blg nemes! an not imfluence the decision™, Thay neglest o menivion
the fact that sha "hig name" comstltubes 51% of the "merit® in thedir
eye.

It 1s nod soclidenbal Thath fonr euthors write one third of the scl-
ence~fidtlon which eppears from mouth tc monthe These subhors 4o nov
eppear g0 flvrextiy beécause thnoy avs the four best euthors in the £ield,
Eqitors ere notoriously whe poorsss gamblers in the world., They mueth
heve what bhey conslder e "sure thing”,. so they buy ell bhe stuff thet
these "masters® turn oulb. On the beeis of past performances, these
four aut hors are most apt to turn out en everage story, end thatts
sll ye ed esks for.

And that. of course, with notahle exoéptiogds, acoounts for the
general scaliaess of science~fioction todey. If sclence~fiotion editors
were dodng the bost they ockld, snd judging menusoripts solely on their
erits, 1t would be editorial sulecide to print zuchh tripe as ¥Voloanc
wlaves of Mu®, and "The Triumph ¢f Capbein Future",.

The solution of the difficulty lies as I see it with the fans,
They ere the artionlete sudiencé and should be able t6 40 moch toward
vhe ousting of tlie kekistocracy, Bub they mugt do 1t, end nob letb
plilngs Just ride, The fen ¢ield oan be soored deeply for its laak of
ambltion. Many of the evily existing todey would never have reached’
the peeks they have 1f we fens had oconoerted in denunciation of them.
We all want better science-~fiction, we all kmow what is wrong with bhe
solenge~fiotion we get each menth, and we all kmow what maet be done o
gein our ends. So why not do it

The overtures to thé PRO-SCIENCE campaisn have been quite asegood

B8 could heve been asked. The IBP hag 14 golorts signed gnl seal

eway with more mall arriving every day. Seemingly the fans yrealize the

paremount importence of this thing, and ere planning to get behind the

wovement In toto. Statements of aoocord and suppors have ocome from all
v e . - o o2 o8 + e ‘."r ~ X ~1 anil a4
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sides, and it would seem that sclence~fiction has at last awoke to its
cvm importenca. Nothing &h ort of & blitzkréig ocaen poussibly stop us,
and woe to the erront blitzkreiger who tries)

As vas expectéd, wells of plughelined protests were heard from »:
fessional querters, They didn't dare to entagonize us too much for
vear of having the deadly lsbel of ANTI-SCIENTIST slappedaaoross thein
pusses, but you oould see Tem wriggle. all right,

It*s funny how things suddenly light up wvhen the issues iIn a muds
led~up affair finnlly emerge from the cheos. People you would have 3 -
ed with your life abruptly become your worst ememies, and guys you have
alveys looked upon as hare-breined numbshulls hecome paregons of wisdor .
It hes been like that in the cose present. My scilentifiétional perspec:
ive has shifted moany degrces since the Dark Ages of 1937, and not all
of the change has made me happnier, The near-btreeson of one fan in par
ticular Bave me probebly the greatest shock, beceuse it was so damm un-
expected. A respected correspondent, on whom I had counted as ™in"
from the start, wkote me the folloving line: "Thée truth is, Ray(he
vwrote) thet I cen't support vou in this movement,."

I will not mention his neme, for I feasr to place him in a comprim-
lsing position. I sm convinced that he hes let minor issues oloud hi:
vision, and does not really beliwwe that he can't support this movemen:
I hope énd expect his sneedy returmn to the fold,

Dy, dJohn D, Clark also vrote me a letter, He stated thet he does
not agree with the "Pledge of the FRO~SCIENTISTY in the matter of the
gclentific slaughter of homo gep by homo sep. He i8, he states also,
81l in favor of selling Uhose degtroyers to Englénd, end If 1t were
possible, ¢o equip eoch with = dceth ray machine, &ust' what the conn-
ection 1s between thise o statements, I cannot fathom. -

Hitler's uge o refined methods of bringing about the deémise of
8ll and divers ovpoaonts on the £ield and at home was s renk, ocslenito:.
and positively anjustifisble perversion of the sciences of ghemlstry
and eeronsubtics. Ingland's use ' of eirplenes and explosives In the de~
fence of herself was obligatory. She hed no oholce, You do not perver
selence when you uge it to defend yourself agsinst e perverter of scim
and heénce, Dr, Clerk, your last obJection to the pledge has bheen re=-
moved, I confidently aieit your dime.

It ig very easy to fall into misconceptions of world évents such
ag the one vhich I heve jJust clarified for the good doctor, Make sure,
all of you, that you know exsotly vwhat both you end I are tallking aboui
before you draw any conclusions on this magter of FRO-and ANTI-SCINNCE.
As I have relterated many times, I am willing, even anxious, 4o eunsver
all queries %o the best of my abllity providea return postage is includ-
ed, JIf anything 1=z bothering you, won't you pleese consult me? I am
‘n earnegt in this crussde for science~fiction, end nothing will be too
gregt an effort to convince you that I am right. "I believe that if fan-
aom accepts whole~heartedly which I have outlined, soience~fictiom,
gelence, ~ad the world &t large will be sugmented and benefitted. Itts
certalnly # goal to try for, isntt it?

Sarmy Moskowitz hes in his possession a menusoript which, if print-
ed, will do fandom no goott. It's a serewball thing ebout the futuriea
cslled "The Tmmortel Storm" or "Blitzkreig over Fendom", snd relates the
8tory, as_yet incomplete, of the great sclentifictional war,

ﬁhe Yuturians start out of the Ivory Téwer and capture Brooklyn
fendom, mobping Wp Menhatten by tho wayside, They then start e campaign
against New Fandom in N w Tersey qp%lguOGeed. egainet hard rightidg,

Tt J-..,:-\- b2 g . Lo - ..:__,ral-,i,..:ﬂ
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jJa dribi ng Tock the NF forees to “hilly, wherc the bvattered remuina
evelt the ooning of frech troops from the [iddle tesgs, Sam road wial

i+ e had finiched of it at the fugust meeting of the NSFL, and ib¥s omrle
einly =2 rio%.

Hovever, regordless of the mmusement which might be hed from 140
perusad, X do not 1like thke lden of starting ap agein the sbelo am -
interesting NF-Fuburian foud., Nothing in t he way of & solution will
result, desplbo the wild telk by certain digtant Tans of a Yrecomdciilsi-
ion", I have seen 1o cviderces of such 4 move from the NF group, Al-
though I em not avurce to pecod clecen fun, $he reincarnation of Hhic
pointless snd rather colicus dismis would not be to my liking, and I
wot not to the li-ing of the npjerity of fandom, elther.

A

In the latest.'Christmes") issue of SUN-SPOTS anpcar several stuie-
rents vhieh I £ind pyself dishbelicving. Since the statements were abor:
wygelf and P. Duncsn, o fan with vhon I em well acquaointed, I feel siu:e
that I willl be gble to once more sttempt to met the Solaroiders siraign®
end 1ggd'their wandering noses bacl: into the mellow lightiof truth and
veraoity.

Rodericl: Gaelz ,xuninates that he is very surprised to discover thot
R, Van Houben is mod the guiling geanlug of the IBP, but that high off-
jce is held by nomne obler than 2, Duacan and thes S=FF, I would Ye very
surpriged Yo discover tuet facy alse, rouddy, ole pel, T as a matter
of fact, ¥t he moon mishé as voll he mades of green oheese, If you will
once more sogn the lest dscie of Vils, you wlll find thet P. Duncan?s
name is not montionud in c¢onneccinn with the IBP, and it is ot evem
Intimated that ko is so muicn o o member of the organization. '

From my perconzl concvects with you Veshiood boys, and from your
subsequent vritings vpos This cutbjcet, yon appear to £nink that ,my
personal opinions cwe thte tosi: Yeneks of the IBP, instead of what I
have said 15 its besis. I resont your intimetions that I am a 1lar
end a two-timer very strongly. I hove not the rrputetion for saying one
thing and mesm ing anothor, end I do not intend o sequire it, Ieziti-
mately orhothicrwice.

50, Gaetz-Dele Roe~Plotlkin, lot me ceution you ageinst furithec
insinuations of that resure. Tou hove Jjoined tle IBP, "and have declarsd
your PROSSCIINTIFIC lomnidgs, end for thah I thank you, Dou’t be a
traibor Fouyour ovm nouse:

Here ds the hesic policy of the INTEILLICTUAL BROTHERHOOD OF PRO-
SCIENTISTS: - : : .

Scienoe, as such, is neliher a force for good or a foree for evil,
Oily the techmology, The use of it effcct Matkind., Seience has infin.-
ibe potentislities far good. ALl uses of science to the detriment of
“1 e humen TaCEe &re POTVEerS.LOnge .

Sclence has Deon and s being perverted mercilessly. Advances in
wnchinery cause wnemployment, pitysies aml chemistry are being used to
destroy human life, ond the =Zelences of "astronodmy amd ballistics are
chiefly uséd to vlot Tho courses of HeE. shells. All this is perversion
of geclenco.

Due to the Tfact that such evils aro brought about apparently by
the advencement of science, meny ueople have reacted the conclusion
that sclence itself is cvil, and therefore should be curtalled with no
delicat® hend. And they say this in many places.

The IBP Iatends, by presenting the feets in the case, +0 set the
world straight on fhess maiter, 0 the begt of its gbility. And we in-
tend to stert with sclence-fiction, Ve sey, BE A PRO~SCIBNTIST.

D o



